(Qa i Dy 
Hi MUA ML, 


AUGUST 1986 ZF SLICE Cel 


EXGURSION 2NEWS-SmiEB 


Meeting August 1 : Mr.R.Kennedy ~ Sixteen Months in 


Antarctica 
Meeting September 5 : Mr.R.Court — 3D. Slides of 
Excursion : Native Orchids 
August 3 : Brisbane Ranges -Mr.L.Fink 
Excursion Koala Survey 


September 7 : Mt. Warrenheip -—- Mrs.P.Murphy 


President : Miss H BURGESS 312210 Meefings, os specified, ore held tn the Art 
i 2 ‘ Building of the Schoo! of Mines ond Industries, 
Secretary : Mr B DOWLING 432425 lydiord Street South, Bollorot, commencing 730m, 
Treasurer : Mrs F WILLIAMSON 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROW 
ny CROCKERS, Cre, STURT ond ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Editors : Mr G BINNS 332282 BALLARAT, AT 9.30 0m FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS 


Mr L FINK 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


Vale -— Gwen Barber 


We record with regret the death, on Tuesday 22 July, 
of Mrs Gwendolyn Barber, a member of the Club and a 
regular attender and helper at our meetings. 

Gwen's death was unexpected and we extend our sincere, 
sympathy to her family at this time. 


EXCURSION — August 3 - Koala Survey Techniques 


Please note the excursion will be to the Brisbane 
Ranges (Not Dereel Area) for the purpose of an - 
exercise in insstruction in survey techniques, that 
may be used in the National Koala Survey. 

We are fortunate that Ms Chris Porter of the 
National Koala Survey team will be leading us and 
demonstrating techniques. 

After departure(from Crockers Corner, Sturt St) 
at 9.30 A.M. the first stop will be at Lyndsay Fink's 
residence (Meredith P.O.). There, a brief slide 
showing‘Jrelevant visual aspects will be held before 
proceeding into the field. Members should equip 
themselves with 1. a pencil, 2.binoculars, 3.A 
eucalyptus Species guide (eg Costermans—), and 
h.provisions for the day: 

NB Costermans available at Scout Shop. 


Cover Photograph 


female hooded robin on the nest. 
Another photograph by the late Stella Bedggood. Pairs 
of hooded robins have been observed in the forests 
north of Ballarat during recent excursions - as 

the birds will nest trom July it will be worth 
keeping an eye on them! 
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JULY EXCURSION--~- MOSQUITO FLAT, MARYBOROUGH. 


Eleven members joined me on my one hundred and 
third visit to Mosquito Flat- my first visit having 
been in 1979 on a winter's day, 

For a Winters day, the weather was not unpleasant 
with the briefest of showers, little or no wind and 
some sunshine. 

The day started well at least for Margaret and I 
in the leading car as we saw two crested pidgeons 
perched on powerlines about two Km. South of Clunes. 

This is the furthest South I have seen them and 
it is some years since they have heen in the Ballarat 
areae 

When writing up my notes, I looked back at some 
of my records from previous years at about the same 
time of year. I noted that in 1982 I saw ten species 
that we did not see this year, including two of the 
cuckoo familye Even so in 1986 we saw between us 
some sixty species (that includes birds seen enroute). 

The highlight at Mosquito Flat was without any 
doubt a male red capped robin, the first that I have 
seen there since 1981, and nearly fifty visits 
have passed since then. All told we saw five members 
of the robin family, with a hooded robin in the 
same locality as the red-—capped. 

A number of eucalypts were in flower and there 
wereas a result good numbers of honeyeaters — seven 
species in all including black chinned and white 
plumed; lorrikeets were also in the flowering trees 
and occasionally the purple crowned emerged from the 
treetops and cameinto view. 

For the botanically minded there was good evidence 
to. come of a number of orchids but there was little 
in flower of the lower growing plants and shrubs. 

We spent some time before lunch talking to a man 
with a gold detector and several of us from then 
on took more interest in what might have been 
discovered at ground level. Though we found no 
gold, it was quite a rewarding daye 

F.Harrape 


Supper Roster — September Meeting 
Del and Vicky McDonnell, Bill Whiteside. 


AUSTRALIAN DAISIES.--JULY MEETING. 


Our Guest Speaker at the July meeting was Judy 
Barker, who is a member of the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants (S.G.A.P.).o The presentation was — 
illustrated by many excellant slides. Judy belongs 
to a Daisy Study Group whose aims are to collect, 
identify,grow and preserve those endangered species 
of he family. 

Asreaceae is the name of this family, in older 
Botany Books Compositae is the usual heading. 

There are between 20,000 and 25,000 species in the 
world and the family is the second largest plant 
group in Australia; the largest being the Legumiceae. 

Many Daisies are Alpine, some grow better in : 
gardens than others, some Brachycomes are easy to 
grow from seed and many of these have long 
flowering lives. 

There are two different heads as seen in Olearia 
and Brachycomes and the everlasting type (as ~ 
illustrated in July newsletter). The outer parts 
are female ray florets, with the extreme outside 
florets having the most viable seed, and the inner 
disc florets are male. 

Yam Daisies have only ray florets, some Daisies 
have only disc florets while others have both, as 
in Brachycomes. Helipterums have only disc florets. 
Helichrysms have all ray florets. The seeds of 
these plants take different forms although the 
appearance of the seed is secondaryo 
Brachycome-—Pappus of minute pristles, tubercles 
or frill like wing. (Brachy Gk,short). 

Brachycomes are confined to Australia and New 
Zealand, with thyes speciesin N.Z. and some seventy 
Some of the same Species of Daisies appear to Pp 

different as sme may have different coloration 

in different soils. Many of Judy 's"collection" 
outings were rather adventurous and the photographs 
she brought back are excell@nt, Her photographs 

of seeds show how very different many of them are, 
yet a few are so similar that the naming of them 

is difficult and only study under a microscope 
will separate them. 
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cont. 

Helipterums-- Pappus featherlike (Helio or Heli 
Meaning Sun Gk. Ptero feather or wing Gk. Pteron. ) 

There are 90 species in the world, 60 of them are 
found in Australia. Some of these are so variable 
that there are many sub species and varieties. Many 
of them are atnine but some grow in both alpine and 
other areas, sometimes with foliage variations. 

The flowers of some Open with red buds and pale 
yellow flowers, turning white. Some are quite tall, 
almost all are perennials, one has a strong smell 
of camomile, whilst others are shrublets that need 
to be cut back to flourish into shapely bushes, 
There are sometimes several forms of the one species. 

The Annuals in this family grow in sandy,gravelly 
soil. Helipterums need light for germination. 

There are pink with red yellow or black centres; 
often only the buds are pink. If these plants are 
watered they can have a more prolonged flowerlife. 

Helichrysms—--(Heli Sun.Chryso gold Gk.) | 

There are 500 world wide, about 100 in Australia. 
These are very dainty and pleasant looking plants 
including annuals, perennials, shrubs and small 
trees. The same species in different areas may 
appear entirely different but the number of 
Chromosomes determine bheir relationship~ again 
there are often pink ones and pure white of the same 
species. Many of these plants are easy to grow 
while others are almost an impossibility. This 
is probably due to a fungi in poor soils; the 
fungi does not flourish in good soils. Again, there 
are alpine species. The alpine region is quite 

rich in daisies. Olearias are among the most 
beautiful of these plants. 
Leaf propogation is one way of growing these 
plants; the whole leaf being used. 
Judy offered advise on growing these fascinating 
Species of Daisy. 
A mixture of three parts perlite and one part peat 
is excellant for growing seeds,which are sown 
on top of the mixture. Some of these seeds have 

a mucilage that sticks to the soil and aids 
germination. 

'The aim is to achieve colour in the garden as 
well as encouraging the rare and endangered species 


of daisies. Le 


gucelyptus yarraensis 


GENUS SUCALYFIUS 


sune issue of the News Sheet. 
enough to start with ! ) 


How to distinguish the 
Gums have smooth bark which 


( Yarra Gum ) 


( Family Myrtaceae ) 


should be added to the list of gums in the 


( A few others might be included, but 13 species is 


six gums from one another ? 
is shed periodically in flakes 


aiver Red Gum 


A. ovata 


a 


Swamp Gum 


> i} a - 
Snow Gum. 


( not common ) 


Tree & Bark 


A large tree. 
sark smooth & 
usually white | 
( may oe grey 
pinkish grey. | 
ar brawn 
Small to medium 
tree in wet 
places. 

Bark variable - 
| us. smooth, 

| grey or drown 
ish grey. Shed 
aver most of 
upper trunk, 


Small to med. 
sizes short 
trunk, thin 
!crowne 3ark 
us. white. 


adult leaves 


Stalked (pet- 


jiolate), 


alternate, 
lanceolate 


Petiolate, 
alternate, | 
elliptical ; 
to ovate | 
H 
i 
| 
{ 


Fetiolate, 
alternate, 
thick with 
several al- 
most parallel 


Juvenile leaves. 


Fetiolate, 
opposite, then 


- alternate. 


Fetiolate, | 
Opposite and 
then altern- 
ate, ovate. 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
: 


Fatioles short 
or aosent. 


Here’s an attempt § 
or strips. 


Buds & fruits 

Long pedicels, opercul- 
um strongly deaked. 
Fruit with small valves, 
strongly exserted. 


Short pedicels, opercul- 
um conical or slightly 
oeaked. 

Fruits cane-shaped, rim 
thick, disc level, valves 
flat. 


Fedicels short and stout 
often warty. 

Fruits almost sessile, 
globular to pear-shaped. 
Valves level or below rim. 
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GENUS EUCALYPTUS 


( Family Myrtaceae ) 


how to distinguish the six gums from each other ? ( = continued - ) 


Candlebark ) 


i. Viminalis 


( “.=willow - 
ek oma) 


Manne Gum 


Ze yarreensis 


not 
widespread. 


Tree & park 


inedium to tall 
tree - white up- 
right trunk. 
Timber when cut 
has & pinkish 
tinge. iy be red- 
iish blotches on 
trunk. 


Fetiolete, 
alternate, 
lanceolate— 
often with 
Wavy margins 


Very variaole Fetiolate, 
size ( medium to alternate, 
very tail ). lanceolate 
Srnchlets droop- Green on 

ing. Sark us. both sides. 


smooth, white - 
peels in “long 
riodons. 


small to med. 
Sized tree. 


Fetiolate, 
alternate, 


oark rough and elliptical 

bersistent to breed 

to smil oreunches. lanceolate 
with wavy 


margins. 


«Gult leaves 


Juvenile leaves 


Sessile, oppos- 
ite. First pairs 
OVate, then circ- 
ular. Very gleuc- 
OUSe 


Sessile, oppos- 
ite, lenceolate, 
often curved 
downwards. H 


Fetioles short, 
opposite for a 
few pairs. 

Elliptical then 
oolong or ovate. 


Suds and fruits 


Feduncles sl. angular. 
Buds almost sessile, 
in threes. Operculun 
conical or domed. 
Fruits sessile, hemi- 
Spoerical or cupular. 
Rim thick, valves sl. 
exserted. 


Buds us. in threes. 
Feduncles sl. flat. 
Buds sessile or nearly 
Cporculum pointed 
to conical. 


on 
uwe 


Fruit similer to E. rub- 


ida ( may be sl. larger ) 


Buds pedicellate. 
tecuncles slender to 
C.& cm long. 

Fruits pedicellate, 
rim thick. Valves sl. 
exserted. 
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ASSISTANCE REQUIRED? In A Good Cause... 


Forest St. (Wendouree) Primary School have an 
environmental day planned for Tuesday October 28, 
when the children will study native flora and 
fauna around Adekate Camp area near Creswick. 

The Club has been invited to supply helpers to 
walk with groups of children and assist them to 
discover and understand aspects of the natural 
environment. 

The Committee feels it would be desirable for 
the club to be involved and urges members to 
volunteer to assist with the project. If you feel 
you could talk to children about flora or fauna, 
or both, and would be willing to take part, please 
notify President Helen. 


Weta inGhi\s Vor iment 


August 8,9,10, at Mildura. Details of the programme 
planned by the Sunraysia Naturalists Research Trust 
are set out in the July Newsletter. 


Committee Meeting 


The next meetin§ will be.held at 12 Pleasant St.. Sth. 
at 8.00 pm on Weduesday 2 August. 


A challenge for iong’s ing members: cits, Sts 
Martin Rogan of the Maryborough F.N.C. would be» 
delighted if any .member<could assist him in finding — 

out if any photographs exist as a result of a.Club 
excursion back in August 1977. SS at ae eo, oe 
Martin led the excursion, in the Glenmona Forest, 
to view Aboriginal carved trees, one of which had. 
"insignia on it to mark ‘the Aboriginal graves in 
the Glenmona property near the old woolshed". 
Unfortunately all these landmarks have been 
destroyed in the 1985 fires. 
Perhaps some pictures do exist ? Martin may be 
contacted on 0544-61277. 


— 
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